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Member of Provincial | egislstive Assembl
Dr Muthulaksimi Heddy — 1471 ety
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pMember of Central Legislature -
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Lt
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Speaker of the Lok Sabha (Lower House of
the Pariament) — Meirs Yumas — 2009
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Uma Bharti

The sanyasin has come
prominent role in Ayodhya m
the Chief Minister of Madhya
case, Uma Bha rti has been evwerywhere.

. Rabri Devi

Rabri Deviwas the firstw
Lalu Prasad Yadav's wife.
the Chief Minister.
Mehbooba Mufti Sayeed
Mehbooba Mufti Sayeedis the president of the Jammu
& Kashmir Peoples Democratic Party. She is the
daughter of former Home minister of India and Jammu
and Kashmir chief minister Mufti Mohammad Sayeed.
Mehbooba is one of the few female politicians from
Kashmir whois recognized across all India. Presently
she is the chief minister of J&K.

Dr. Daggubati purandhareswari

Dr. Daggubati Purandhareswariis an Indian politician
from the state of Andhra Pradesh. She is currently
the Minister of State for Commerce and Industry ad

Minister for Human Resource.

. Brinda Karat
The wife of CPI-M General
and the woman's voice 0

Party of India-Marxist, Brin
the party's central committee once because she felt

that women were not given due representation, thus
proving her commitment to. the cause of the weaker

sex.
. Mamata Banerjee
The Chief Minister of West Bengal, Mamata Banerjee
has proved that patience pays ultimately. As the first
woman Chief Minister of West Bengal, one of her
first decisions was 10 return 400 acres of land to
Singur farmers. She has also been credited to solving
the longstanding «Gorkhaland Problem” by setting

up the Gorkhaland Autonomous.

. Sheila Dixit

The fact that Sheila Dixit has served as Delhi's Chief
Minister since 1998 speaks volumes about her clout
in Indian politics. She has been handling the barbs
of lhg opposition and discord within her party with
amazing dexterity. Although under scanner for being
unable to control crime in the capital Dixit's
contribm_xtion in making Delhi metro a ree;lity and
controlling pollution by making CNG the norm for
heavy vehicles, cannot be forgotten.

«+ J Jayalalithaa f 15

+ Called Puratchi Thalaivi orA
. mma by her supporte
J Jayalalithaa, is the cult figure who has n?iﬁed t;\sé

a long way. She played @
ovement From being
Pradesh to Hubli riot

oman CM of Bihar. She s
She lasted three terms as

Secretary Prakash Karat

f the stodgy Communist
da Karat, resigned from

hopes of the scam-Tit U o = -~

by winning the Tamil Nacu polls by @

majority.

Dr Kiran Bedi

Dr Kiran Bediistne first wom

the officer ranks of Indian Poiice

in it for 35 years and moved ud to

as Director General, Buréau of

ve! 1 (BPR&D)

E:r‘\ig‘;rg;’;!fe Advisor to secretary Gene”

United Nations, in the Deparime’
ions in New York. Assumé

(L)izi:gg:ts gotimor of Pondichermy on 29th May.

2016

anmincato ha
Service. She>=""

women parliament in Vijayawada o
The three-day National Women's parliament. which is
rganised by Andhra

the first of its kind is being ©

Pradesh Legislativ
‘Empowering Wome
began on Friday i.e., 10/02/201
region Amaravati.
“One of the objectives of NWP is to make
realise their potential and make them aware of the canvas
where they can leave their footprints. Our endeavour is
to enhance the network between eminent women and
girl students to enable them to take leadership roles,”

the Speaker added.

The vision of NWP is to enable and enco
political and economic empowerment of wi

strata of the society.

Buddhist spiritual leader D
M Venkaiah Naidu and PAs
Minister N Chandrababu Na
Governor Kiran Bedi, Bangl
Shirin Chaudhury, Gandhian
Koirala and many other dig nitaries a
event at Pavitra Sangamam here.

e Assembly with the theme of
n— strengthening Democracy .
7 in the state capital

young@ girls

urage social,
omen in all

alai Lama, Union Ministers
hok Gajapati Raju, AP Chief
idu, Puducherry Lieutenant
adesh Parliament Speaker
Ela Bhatt, actress Manisha
ttended the inaugural

“The conclave will be a common platform for women
from diverse backgrounds like politics, arts and culture,
sports, education, industry, media, cinema, judiciary and
social sector to share their knowledge and research in
the area of women's social, economic and political

empowerment.”

Women Reservation in Local Bodies

In order to ensure adequate representation of women in
local bodies, parliament passed the 73rd and
74th constitutional amendments I 1993, reserving one-
third of the seats in all local bodies for women. In addition,
some legislative bodies, like gihar and Delhi, Punjab
have reserved more than one-third of the total seats for

Page 93
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Himachal Pradesh, Utiarakhand, Madhyz Pradesh 2
Bihar zre some of the states that broushtin 5;)2;:‘ :
reservation for women in local bc-'j:;s much 5.-.:3;
constitutionzg! amendment demanded it 932&
imptemented in the whole country. ‘

“‘Reservation for women in panchayats will faciitzte more
women to enter public sphere and it will empower them
znd strengthen country’s pariiamentary democracy at
the grass-roots level,”

The 72rd 2nd 74th Amendments passed in 19393, which
introduced panchayats and municipzlities in the
Constitution reserve one-third of seats for women inthese
bodies. The Constitution also provides for reservation of
seats in Lok Sabha and state legislative assemblies for
scheduled castes and scheduled tribes in proportion 1o
their number in the population. However, the Consttuton
makes no provision for reserving seats for women in
Parliament and the state legisiatures.

Women's Reservation Bill

wWomen’s Reservation Bill was first introduced in
Parliament in 1996 by the H D Deve Gowda govemnment
but no government has passed it yet The curmrent version
of the bill, the 108th Amendment, seeks to reserve 33
per cent of all seats in governing bodies at the Centre,
State and Local level. For reservation in the Lok Sabha,
one-third of all constituencies will be reserved for women
on a rotation basis, such that @ constituency will be
reserved for one general election and not reserved for

the following two elections.

According to prsindia.org, 2 similar bill was introduced
in 1996, and examined by a Joint Committee on the
Constitution (Eighty First Amendment) Bill, 1996
(Chairperson: Smt Geeta Mukherjee). Whereas many
of its recommendations have been included in the current
Bill, recommendations on reservations for OBCs and in
the upper Houses have not been included.

rvation Bill

Bill, 2008 seeks 10
ninthe Lok Sabha

Highlights of the Women's Rese

The Constitution (108 Amendment)
reserve one-third of all seats for wome
and the state legislative assemblies
The aliocation of reserved seats shall be determined by
such authority as prescribed by Parliament.

One-third of the total number of seats reserved for SC/
5T shall be reserved for women of those groups inthe
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The Rapya Szbha passed the bl

attempts were made to introduce it later. Notonly
faced resisiance from the nztonel peries. inclu
the Bnaretya Janata Perty ( '

but also from regiona! outfits.

Many leaders across the poliical spectrum beleve tha!
such a law will give an advantage to women who &re
better educated and come from upper casles. Lezcers
[xe RJD chief Lalu Prasac Yacav end former Samajweac

Party chief Mulayam Singh Yedav have opposed the bil
bitterly and have also cemanded that the quantum of
reservation must be less than 33.33 per cent and &so
that the quota must include reservaiion for women from
minorities and OBCs.

However, in September this year, Congress lesger Sonia
Gandhi wrote a letter to Prime Minister Nzrendra Modi,
urging him to introduce the bill passed in the Lok Sabha
by taking advantage of the BIP's majority in the House.
In the present Lok Sabha, out of 545 members. only 60
are women, i.e just 11 per cent.

Out of these, 69.7 per cent have relatves who are alreacy
in politics, reports lokniti.org. However, many in the ruting
BJP believe that passage of Women's Resenvauion Bill
can boost its prospects ahead of the upcoming 2018
General Elections.

..-.8

Indian women political Empowerment position in
the world

The figures on the representation of women in pariiament
reveal an appalling state of affairs. According to a study
conducted by Inter-Parliamentary Union, India ranks
149th in a list of 193 countries in terms of women's
representation in the lower or sing'e house of pariiament
(Lok Sabha, in the case of India) as of July 1, 2017.

The average percentage of women's representation
globally stands at about 22%, whereas in case of India
it is a mere 11.8%. Countries like Rwanda, Burundi,
Zimbabwe, Iraq, Somalia, Saudi Arabia, Fiji and Ghana
rank higher than India. In South Asia, Nepal (48),
Afghanistan (54). Pakistan (90) and Bangladesh (92)
rank much higher than India. Even in the Rajya Sabha,
the representation of women stands at a meagre 11.1%.
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